
Liberty Bell Time Line 
Grade Levels: 6-12 
(Expected Class Sessions to Complete: 3 to 5) 

 

Objective:  

 Students will demonstrate knowledge of historical events about the Liberty Bell by creating/designing 

an illustrative time line in chronological order. 

 Students will understand how to construct a time line to represent historical facts of the Liberty Bell 

from 1751 to present. 

 

Standards Correlation:  

 

Reading History RH (6-8).1 , RH (6-8) .2, RH (6-8) .7   

 

Materials:  

 Construction paper 

 Art supplies  

 Rulers 

 Research notes and references of historical documentation via text or web searches 

 

Introduction (Before the Lesson): 

 Review the procedure for constructing a time line including how to choose relevant events. 

 Introduce and explain the grading rubric. 

 Group students in pairs or small groups. 

 Students develop a plan for organizing the time line, picking key events, and illustrations. 

 Students will read, identify, and gather research information on the Liberty Bell, such as major historical 

events involving dates and person or group. 

 

Engage /Procedure:  

 

Whole class discussion:  

1. Write the “Essential Questions” on chart paper and distribute copies to students. 

2. Discuss possible answers to the Essential Questions for this lesson. 

3. Students will write their answers down and share their answers with the class.  Teachers will add 

information as the lesson progresses. 

 

Teacher- Directed Instruction:  

1. Pass out materials to prepare for activity. 

2. Instruct the students that each time line must include the following: 

a. Title 

b. Students will use at least 5 major events in chronological order for each time period: 1700, 1800, 

1900, and 2000.  

c. Students will list: dates, person or group, and events.   

d. At least 5 symbolic illustrations relating to the events must be included. 

e. All events must be referenced in APA or MLA format in a bibliography. 

3. Students will be instructed to use notes to start time line activity. 

 

 

 

 



Independent Student Activity:  

 

1. Students will use gathered information to construct their time line. 

2. Students will present their finished product to the class. 

 

Closing/Assessment: 

  

In accordance with the attached rubric the students will be graded on a number of elements for the time line.  

Additionally, students will complete the essential questions as either a take-home or an in-class essay 

assessment. 

 

Note:  It is recommended that the teacher begin each class by asking the students to add details to the essential 

questions listed on the chart paper in the classroom. 

 

Cooperative Work:  

The classroom is divided into groups of 3 or 4 to play the attached Jeopardy Game of Liberty Bell facts. 

 

Extension/Assessment Alternatives: 

 Students can write an essay to compare and contrast the Liberty Bell with other historic symbols 

 Students can write a persuasive letter to Congress informing them how important the Liberty Bell is as a 

symbol in America. 

 

 

 



Name: __________________ __________________________________________________________________ 

                         

Essential Questions 
 

Directions: Students will answer the following questions.  Then share their answers in a class discussion. 

 

 

1. What is a symbol?  What is symbolism? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the Liberty Bell represent to each group: Whites, African Americans, and women? 

 

 

 

 

3. How can you tell (provide examples)? 

 

 

 

 

4. Is the Bell a successful example as a symbol? 

 

 

 

 

5. Do these groups have any other symbols? 

 

 

 

 

6. Have these groups achieved what they have set out to achieve? 

 

 

 

 

7. Compare and contrast the Liberty Bell and another symbol.   
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Question 
 

As an April Fools joke, in 1996, this Fast Food chain ran an ad in various 

newspapers, claiming to have bought the Liberty Bell. 

 

 

 

 

Answer 
 

What is Taco Bell? 
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Student’s Name _________________ 

                                                                            Date __________________________ 

                                                                            Class __________________________ 

 

The Liberty Bell: Time line Rubric 
 

Requirements Possible Points Points Earned Comments 

Originality: unique in 

design 

4   

Individuality: personal 

connection 

4   

Creativity: illustration 

and color 

4   

Accuracy: dates, person 

or group, and historical 

events 

4   

Organization: 

chronological order, 

scale, and sequence 

4   

Research: collection of 

information 

4   

Writing: content, 

organization, and 

mechanics 

4   

Cooperation: 

participation and shared 

responsibility 

4   

Presentation: visuals, 

communication, and 

audience’s attention 

4   

 

Total Points:  /36 

 

Levels of Achievements: 

Advanced:  4 All requirements met 

Proficient:  3 Most requirements met 

Basic:   2 Some requirements met 

Below Basic:  1 Little requirements met 

 

 
 


